
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The First Presbyterian Church PC (U.S.A.) 

    206 E. 20th Street   P. O. Box 444 

    Falls City, Nebraska  68355 

402-245-2650 – http:///www.fallscitypres.org 
 

            JUNE 2019/JULY 2019 

 

            Worship Time:  11:00 am 
 

Reflections from Rick-- 
 
Empowering God, you counseled the first apostles through Jesus to await your authorizing and 

authenticating Spirit to fuel the efforts. Send your divine power upon us as well; that strengthened 

from above, we may carry out your mission and our ministry in accordance with the Christ’s vision. 

In his name we humbly pray. Amen 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Blessings to all of you as we hopefully will enjoy the moderate temperatures of June and the Birthday 

celebrations for our Nation in July.  

 

Another semester at the Saint Paul School Theology is now behind me, as well as, completion of 

classes offered through our Presbyterian Synod of the Lakes and Prairies. With the exception of a 

week of “Intensive Classes” during the month of July, I will have no school this summer.  I will be 

able to reflect on what I have learned, cherish the many relationships I have formed and to bring 

forward the experiences and knowledge to be a better servant to our Lord and to you, here at First 

Presbyterian Church. 

 

I remain grateful for my Presbyterian brothers and sisters who love and support me in our 

understanding of "togetherness" as a foundational block to everything good. And I am grateful for my 

children, their health and zest for life, my little house, for my Great Danes and our little place on the 

prairie. Where my thoughts often direct me to, when the need to regain the necessary balance to begin 

the day anew. 

 

As I had mentioned, in our last Newsletter, this entire process of “re-booting” my life at this stage has 

been an incredible experience. The one thing which continues to surface more and more, is the 

realization of a truth, which is without question, the understanding of God’s Divine Grace. A grace 

which has enabled me to see all my blessings with a renewed freshness where hope springs eternal.  

 

 

 



 

Commencing the first Sunday in June, we will start a six-week walk through (Sermon Series) of 1st 

and 2nd Samuel which invites us to see God’s radical grace at work in unexpected ways. The stories 

of Samuel’s call, David’s unlikely anointing as king and victory over Goliath, and the lesser-known 

details where David mourns Saul and Jonathan and his official kingship over all of Israel, highlight 

the unexpected ways God is actively working among Gods’ people. It is a challenge to our present-

day lives as we perceive God working among us. Where God calls us, Where God responds to us, 

Where God sees us, Where God leads, Where God saves us, and where God unites us, even to this 

day. 

 

Date:                          Sermon Title:                                     Scripture Focus:                                            

Theme: 

 

06/02/2019  God Calls    1 Sam. 3: 1-10   

  Samuel is caught off guard by the voice of God, but Eli helps him understand. 

 

06/09/2019        God Responds              1 Sam. 8: 4-11, 12-15, 16-20 

(11:14-15)       The people ask Samuel for a king; God disagrees but gives the people what 

they ask. 

 

06/16/2019                 God Sees             1 Sam, 15:34-16:13  

  God tells Samuel to anoint little David king, for God sees his heart. (Father’s 

Day) 
 

06/23/2019  God Leads                                  1 Sam. 17:(1a,4-11,19-23),32-49

  David defeats Goliath because God is with the underdog. 

 

06/30/2019  God Saves           2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27  

  Even in times of grief, God brings light out of darkness 

 

07/07/2019               God Unites                     2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10                                              

David leads his army to occupy Jerusalem, but it is God which brings the victory.  

  

 
I am excited to share with you what I have learned and where I am being called with the above Series.  

I know, you will discover some new perspectives pertaining to the Scripture. Please invite a friend to 

Church during this time, I am confident they will enjoy the message, and I will be honored in 

welcoming them here at First Presbyterian Church.  

 

not entirely. Rather, a community’s vitality is primarily its spiritual strength and its capacity for 

purposeful mission. 

“You judge vitality by how many people will miss the church if it is no longer there,” Martin said. 

We love this community and will continue to serve this community by its Mission.  

Mission of the First Presbyterian Church (Falls City)  

To be a Spirit led church with Christ at the center by: 

Bringing others to Christ: 

Expressing our faith through giving time, ability and money 

Acting with care and compassion 

Making a commitment to do God’s work 

Seeking to know God’s word. 

 Be obedient to God and communicate the Gospel to the world; 

 Worship God; 

 Discuss the nature and purpose of congregational life; 

 Minister to one another and the community/region; 

 Nurture each other; 

 Support our congregation; 

 

. 

 
++++++++++COMMUNITY NEWS++++++++++ 

The Summer Food Program will run from Monday, June 3 thru Wednesday, July 31, 

Monday thru Friday Doors will open at 11:45am Lunch served 12 Noon – 12:45 pm at 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 20th & Towle Street.  Meals are available for children 18 

years and under.   Children 3 and younger must be able to eat regular children’s 

food and under the supervision of a caregiver.  The program is sponsored by the NE 

Dept. of Education, USDA and the Falls City Ministerial Association.  Contact Kris 

Simon 402-245-3675 or the church office 402-245-3828 if you have any questions. 

 



+++++++++++PARISH NEWS++++++++++ 

First Friday Breakfast  

First Friday Breakfast concluded another season of great speakers including Falls City 

High School Spanish teacher Maria de Merlo Lopez, Mayor Shawna Bindle, Airport 

Chairperson Bob Ferguson, and mental health professional Jamie Jacobs.  Past 

speaker topics have included rare earth metal mine, Nebraska Public Power 

(Cooper), SE Community College and a field trip to the City power station to see the 

new electric generators. 

Starting our new season on September 6th, some of our speaker topics will include 

the Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska, National Champion dog trainer and friend, 

and Richardson County Oil industry plus other interesting topics unique to 

Richardson County. 

Of course, our speakers are preceded with a delicious breakfast at 7 am and all is 

concluded by 8 am so you can get to work or other activities.  Please plan on 

attending our future breakfasts and consider bringing a friend, someone you want 

see First Presbyterian Church in action in our community. 

Mark Your Calendars for September 6th—See You Then! 

 

Volunteers for Blood Mobile 
 

We will be helping with the July Bloodmobile at Prichard Auditorium July 24-25.  We 

will need lots of donated cookies.  We will also need sandwich makers and canteen 

workers during Bloodmobile times.  Wednesday hours are approximately 10 am to  

7 pm and Thursday 8 am to 4 pm.  A signup sheet will be available when we are 

closer to the event.  If you are able to donate blood, summertime is a difficult time.  

Many people are on vacation and donations are down.  Be sure to donate! 

Readers for Service 

We are looking for readers to read scripture during church services.  If you would like 

to help with this, please contact Jennifer James.  She would be glad to hear from 

you. 

 

Little Stars Summer Music Program 

First Presbyterian Church will be offering scholarships for students who love and 

desire to learn more of music as an art.  In addition, the scholarships will assist those 

students demonstrating financial need and residing in Richardson County.   

The 2019 Little Stars Summer Music Program is now enrolling students for three 

sessions in July.  This summer program is geared for children ages 3-6 and 7-11.  The 

two age groups meet in different sessions.   The class is taught jointly by David and 

Glenda von Behren.  Both are music teachers experienced in the field of education 

of elementary-aged children.   

One class will be held here to give children the opportunity to explore the pipe 

organ.  More information can be found on the community events tables located at 

the ramp entrance and back of the church. 

For inquiries or questions, please email littlestarssummermusicprogram@gmail.com or 

visit: www.davidvonbehren.com/teaching for more information. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Basket 

Many beautiful prayer shawls have been made by some busy women.  They are 

located in the basement on the bookcase.  If you need one or know someone who 

would enjoy, please take one.  If you have one to share, please leave one!   

Diaper Closet 

Thank You to Great Western Bank for their commitment to the Diaper Closet.  During 

the month of May, the bank collected donations for the Diaper Closet.  All is greatly 

appreciated! 

ADOPTION OF MATTHEW 25 INVITATION 

First Presbyterian Church Adopts Matthew 25 Invitation from the PC(USA) following session 

meeting on May 20, 2019 

The First Presbyterian Church has a long heritage of serving our community since 18?? We are 

pleased to be acknowledged in our efforts and to accept the Matthew 25 Invitation. “It is a very good 

day.” Stated Martin. 

mailto:littlestarssummermusicprogram@gmail.com
http://www.davidvonbehren.com/teaching


Matthew 25 is an invitation to all PC(USA) churches to serve boldly and to make the world a just one 

for generations to come. Courtesy of PC(USA) 

A wondrous change is taking place — a movement of the Spirit. Presbyterian congregations are 

reprioritizing the work of the Church, taking it from an institution of survival to a way of getting 

actively engaged in the community and making the world a better place. These are congregations 

which take to heart the words of Matthew 25. They not only feed the hungry, clothe the naked and 

visit the sick and imprisoned. They are also getting to the root causes that create an unjust world. 

These congregations see, “the love of God has skin on it,” as the Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett, president 

and executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency in Louisville, says. Moffett, a pastor 

herself, knows all too well that Presbyterians can make some of the best mission statements. The 

challenge, though, is to live them out. “What we do matters to God,” she said. “It’s time to change 

our perspective.”  In April, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) invited congregations to be part of that 

change by becoming Matthew 25 churches. Matthew 25, however, is not an initiative or program to 

spur numerical growth. It is simply an invitation to churches, big and small, to bring focus to and 

frame the work they’re called to do. And, in the process, Matthew 25 invites Presbyterians of various 

theological and political views to stand on common ground together, strengthening the denomination 

to become “a more relevant presence in the world,” Moffett says. 

Matthew 25 is an invitation from the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) which calls us to actively engage 

in the world around us. We are called to act boldly and compassionately to serve the people who are 

hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.  

Accepting the Matthew 25 invitation means churches will embrace one or more of three areas of 

focus in their communities: 

Building congregational vitality 

Dismantling structural racism 

Eradicating systemic poverty 

Congregations are also asked to share their stories of how they’re using the gifts God has given them 

to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor. The best part of this invitation, many 

Presbyterians in our city, county, state and nation are already doing Matthew 25 work.  

One of the nice things about our acceptance is sharing the work of Matthew 25 with one another, In 

so doing, we will continue to “awaken our church to be faithful to Scripture” and increase the “spirit 

and energy of our congregations.” 

You might think, the vitality of a congregation or worshiping community is based on the number of 

members, the scope of programs, the size of financial gifts or some other statistics. Not so — at least 

not entirely. Rather, a community’s vitality is primarily its spiritual strength and its capacity for 

purposeful mission. 

Like Jesus, there is plenty of work to do. And just like Jesus, in our baptism we’ve been named God’s 

beloved, and God’s Spirit has been given to us to do God’s work. As I continue in my work here, and 

with my studies at the Saint Paul School of Theology and the Synod Academy of the Lakes and 

Prairies, I want you to know, you continue to give me a living gift which I cherish and carry forward 

with me forever and a day. Thank you, from the bottom of my heart. 

 

I want to thank each, and every one of you for your wonderful presence, my many experiences, and 

the opportunity to worship with you.  To learn of the collective nature of joy, of happiness, and of the 

love which are uniquely given and binds this Body of Christ, together. As with you, I look forward 

and to expect the unexpected, here at First Presbyterian Church, as we watch and listen as God 

unfolds God’s truth and mission to you and to me.  

 

Blessings and Peace, 

 

Pastor Rick  

 

ATTENTION NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

All newsletter articles for the AUGUST-SEPTEMBER newsletter will be due to the 

office by July 15th.   If you have any information you would like printed for 

your group or activity to be published, please submit them in written form.  

Any item received after the deadline date will not be published in the June-

July newsletter.  Thank you for marking this important date on your calendar! 

Recommended Reading 

Your Life is Worth Living (50 Lessons to Deepen Your Faith) by Fulton Sheen 

Optimisfits (Igniting A Fierce Rebellion Against Hopelessness) by Ben Courson 

Placemaker (Cultivating Places of Comfort, Beauty and Peace by Christie Purifoy 

Holy Envy (Finding God in the Faith of Others) by Barbara Brown Taylor 

This Life is Ours (Motherhood as Spiritual Practice by Lauren Burdette 

Rogue Saints (Spirituality for Good-Hearted Heathens) by Jerry Herships 

If you have any book(s) you have enjoyed and would recommend, please email to 

presbyterian@sentco.net 

mailto:presbyterian@sentco.net

