
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“THE CORNERSTONE” 
     APRIL 2021 – MAY 2021 

 
First Presbyterian Church PC (U.S.A.) 

206 E. 20th Street   P. O. Box 444 
Falls City, Nebraska 68355 

402-245-2650 – http:///www.fallscitypres.org 
 

     Worship Time:  11 am 
             

Reflections from Pastor Rick— 
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of 

all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that truly repenting of our sins, 

we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

“We Are Not Hidden” Hebrews 4:12-16 

Well, brothers and sisters, a year ago this week, March 15, 2020 we closed our building for 

Worship Services for two and a half months.  We were in the midst of the Lenten Season and 

Easter was fast approaching.  We entered deeper into the unknown by staying home every 

Sunday morning. Some of us, have been doing this for twelve months. We stayed home, but 

in a certain way, we let each other into our homes. A kind of intimacy, hospitality and 

authenticity came with the wilderness of the last twelve months. Everyone who worships 

with us by reading The Cornerstone, Sunday Bulletins, Pastor Notes, watching Sunday 

Worship Services, Summer Bible Study Series and participated in the Homestead Presbytery 

Meetings and Zoom forums has allowed the community into their personal and private time, 

helping First Presbyterian shed some of its distance and inaccessibility.  

You have brought us into your life more intimately, reading and listening more closely when 

you can stop and rewind or reread; doing it when convenient to you. All who worship via 

Facebook are letting this community get into your life in real-time. You have brought our 

church community into all the places where you do life. Our intimacy has grown, our 

authenticity with one another has grown. You’ve grown in intimacy with this community by 



letting the sound of our voices reach you in the privacy of your living space via phone calls 

from me or your fellow members who love you very much.  Whatever way you have joined 

us for worship over the last 12 months, you have let some of the pretense and image curating 

go by the wayside. You’ve let one another in.  

“Before God no creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the One to 

whom we must render an account.” Our text today is about authenticity with God, and the 

practical way we grow in authenticity with God is by getting more in touch with ourselves, 

and shedding our distance from our neighbors. God already knows what you are like on the 

inside, what you are like when you are not hiding, what you are like when you are alone. You 

are already naked and laid bare to God, and God has already decided that you are 

miraculously and wonderfully made, that you are lovable, that you are loved. God took on 

flesh so that there would be no miscommunication about it. “We do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have One who in every respect has 

been tested as we are.” We serve a God who saw what humans were doing and said I want 

there to be no veil, no pretense, no separation from me and that. God already knows what you 

are like, what your life is like, and God has already made the judgement that you are good, 

that you are enough, that you are good enough. “Let us therefore approach the throne of 

grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

God delights in the times when we approach with boldness, when we let one another into our 

lives, when we let each other see the real us, and when we let our own light shine in the 

world.  

The following is a passage from C.S. Lewis, from The Voyage of the Dawn Treader. It’s 

about a boy named Eustace who had become a dragon. Then the lion, Aslan, helps Eustace 

become a child again. (Read from Kindle) "It was a painful process for Eustace, to have 

Aslan divide soul from spirit, joints from marrow. To have this lion tearing the scales and 

dragon skin off. But Aslan says “You will have to let me undress you” and Eustace was 

“afraid of his claws, but pretty desperate. So [he] just laid flat down on [his] back to let 

[Aslan] do it”. Maybe there was pain, too, in revealing that underneath the impressive red 

and green and purple scales, Eustace was just a child -- smooth and soft as a peeled switch 

and smaller than he had been, he says he was “very tender underneath now that” he had “no 

skin on”.  

First Presbyterian is in the midst of a similar journey of growing in authenticity before itself, 

before God, and before neighbor. I’ll tell you a secret though, we have been doing this work 

longer than 12 months. It started before a fire burned our beautiful building to the foundation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

All newsletter articles for the June-July newsletter will be due to the office by May 

17th.   If you have any information you would like printed for your group or activity to 

be published, please submit them in written form.  Keep everyone informed by 

submitting an article!  Thank you for marking this important date on your calendar! 

The newsletter is printed with the information we have at the time of printing.  Please 

check with the appropriate person(s) on changes to dates and times of events.  

++++++++++PARISH NEWS++++++++++ 

Easter Lilies 

Easter Lilies are a welcome addition to our church service.  Each year the Presbyterian 

Women buy two Easter lilies for the sanctuary.  The Martin family also buys two lilies.  

Anyone who would enjoy sharing their lilies are invited to bring them to the church on 

Easter Sunday or a few days before Easter.  If you would like to note your lilies are in 

honor or in memory of someone, the church secretary needs that information by 

March 29.  Please include the name(s) being honored or in memory of and donated 

by whom.  Lilies can be displayed at church just on Easter Sunday or for a few more 

Sundays after Easter if you wish.   

SPECIAL SERVICES 

Our church will be hosting the Maundy Thursday services on April 1 at 6:30 pm.  

Hiawatha and Humboldt churches will be joining us. 

IT's NOT TOO LATE FOR ONE GREAT OUR OF SHARING! 

The church belongs with those in need.  Whether it is offering relief from natural 

disasters, access to food, water and healthcare or coping with the pandemic, our 

gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are needed.  If you wish to donate and have not 

had the opportunity, an envelope is enclosed and can be mailed to P. O. Box 444 or 

dropped off at the church.  Donations will be dedicated on Easter Sunday, April 4th, 

but we will continue to receive donations for a few weeks after.  Thank you for your 

consideration.   

 

 PRAYERS AND CONCERNS 

We appreciate the many people who keep us informed of person(s) who need 

extra prayers during difficult times.  Please let Jennifer or the office know once the 

crisis has passed and we can remove their name from the list.   

SOUPER!   

We had a great response to our “Souper Bowl” project.  A total of 75 items and 

$5.00 were collected!  Thank you to all and thanks to John Martin for delivering all of 

the items to the Food Pantry.   

DIAPER CLOSET 

The Diaper Closet is not seeing as much use as it did earlier.  Please spread the word 

to anyone who might need diapers and other baby items.  We know the need is 

there, but for some reason, we're not getting the word out.  Volunteers are currently 

Laura Gonnella, Judy Mueller, John Martin and Jennifer James.  Judy Crawford 

keeps track of inventory and sometimes substitutes when the Diaper Closet is 

open.  If you have two hours to spare on Monday afternoons, talk to Jennifer James 

and volunteer to take a Monday. 

CONSISTENCY 

Even though our in person worship services have been altered due to Covid-19 and 

we could not consistently meet, one thing that has been consistent is the fixed costs 

of lights, heats, etc.  Our recent utility bill was near $800.00 as a result of the extreme 

cold.  The thermostats are turned back when the building is empty to cut down on 

costs.  We ask as you utilize the building and adjust the thermostat for your needs 

make sure they are turned back down as you found them.  Please also be sure 

lights, facuets and toilets are shut off.  As you are able, consider sending a gift to 

church at P. O. Box 444, Falls City, Nebraska 68355.  Also remember air conditioning 

costs will be an issue this summer!  Vigilance in conserving our resources is key. 

BLANKET SUNDAY  

Blanket Sunday will be held on May 9th.  How fitting as Mothers wrap their 

arms around their children for comfort, we also will bring comfort to others 

with blankets. 



 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Tom Burton!  His granddaughter, Lisa Kopf, will marry Dylan Stoll in 

our church on April 17, 2021.  Much happiness is wished for everyone on this special 

day.   

 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER— 

This Year I Want to be More Like Jesus 

*Hang out with sinners. 

*Challenge religious people. 

*Tell stories that make people think. 

*Choose unpopular friends. 

*Take naps on boats. 

*Be kind, loving and merciful. 

 

++++++++++COMMUNITY NEWS++++++++++ 

 

 HELP NEEDED! 
 

The Senior Center is reaching out for volunteers to assist with the Meals on Wheels    

Program.  The Center is currently closed due to COVID-19.  As a result, more meals 

than ever are being delivered to homes.  If you can help out for a day, a week a 

month, whatever time you have, please call Linda Hardenberger at 402-245-3871. 

 

Community events are placed on the tables at both entrances as they become 

available to us.   Don’t miss out—check them  
 

It started before St. Thomas also burned beyond their foundation. It started before First 

Presbyterian went to the Board of St. Thomas and said let’s resource together and rebuild our 

respective church. We met together in the DAR Building for months. Then, met in the 

basement of the First Presbyterian Church sharing meals and passing dishes through the 

nursery windows, which was the kitchen then. Finally, St. Thomas moved into their new 

Church and it took us a little longer for the congregation had decided our sanctuary should 

reflect our praise of the Risen Christ. We waited for the Stained-Glass Windows and the 

Organ to be installed in 1937. First Presbyterian has always been known to do amazing work, 

growing in intimacy and authenticity since its beginning in 1866.  

We, of course, didn’t lay down and let it happen like Eustace the child-turned-dragon.  A 

pandemic came and sped up the process. As Presbyterians we’re doing. We’re letting each 

other in. We are sharing our feelings and real-life experiences more. We are letting each 

other see that underneath the tough skin, when we are pierced until soul is divided from 

spirit, joints from marrow, and we are naked and laid bare, we are smooth and soft as a 

peeled switch like Eustace--the child turned dragon turned child again. It’s okay to be soft. 

It’s okay to fully embody your faith. Jesus did it, so why not us? Don’t retreat from this. Let 

this be the invitation to approach with even more boldness and to drop more and more 

pretense, to let more of the scales fall away. Let us therefore approach the throne of grace 

with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Amen. 

Glory be to God! 

 

Recommended Reading 

The Kindness Challenge by Shaunti Feldhahn 

Love Without Limits by Nick & Kanae Vujicic 

How We Love Our Kids by Milan & Kay Yerkovich 

A Moment of Weakness by Karen Kingsbury 

Newton and Polly by Jody Hedlund 

The Velvet Shadow by Angela Elwell Hunt 

Though My Heart Is Broken by Joanne Bischof 

 

If you have any book(s) you have enjoyed and would recommend, please email to 

presbyterian@sentco.net 

mailto:presbyterian@sentco.net

